Oral health in Israel--a review of surveys over several decades.
This review covers oral health surveys carried out in various communities in Israel over four decades. The general trends were for increasing caries prevalence from early surveys in the 1950s and 1960s up to the 1980s as evidenced by the rising DMFT. Treatment levels had increased since the 1980s, and there is a national decrease in caries experience. But there were still some communities and social groups with levels of untreated caries and other treatment needs. There is a continued need for strengthened oral health promotion and other preventive oral health measures at a community and public health level.